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Session Overview – From Insight to Action



Setting the Stage

 



Kinship care is when grandparents, other relatives, or close family friends 

are raising children when the biological parents are unable or unwilling to do so.  

What is Kinship Care?

 



Reasons for Caregiving

 



Quick Facts & Statistics

 

Source: 2025 State of Grandfamilies Report by Generations United



Quick Facts & Statistics

 

Source: 2023 Grandfamilies.org - Ohio GRANDFACTS State Fact Sheets for Grandfamilies



Quick Facts & Statistics

 

Source: 2025 State of Grandfamilies Report by Generations United



Quick Facts & Statistics

 

Source: 2025 State of Grandfamilies Report by Generations United



Kinship Care Leads to Better Outcomes

 

Source: 2025 State of Grandfamilies Report by Generations United



Program Spotlight

 



AOoA Kinship Navigator Program

 

“Grandparents & Relatives Raising Children”

Kinship
Families



AOoA Kinship Navigator Program
Nationally & Globally Recognized & “Exemplary” Designated

 

The AOoA Kinship Navigator Program is globally & nationally recognized

& was one of the first programs nationwide to earn the “Exemplary” program designation by the 

Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network (A National Technical Assistance Center). 



AOoA Kinship Navigator Program Team
CALL (419) 382-0624 x 2228  I  FAX (419) 382-4560  I  EMAIL KinshipMailGroup@areaofficeonaging.com   I  VISIT  www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com 

 

“Teamwork Makes the Dream Work!”

mailto:KinshipMailGroup@areaofficeonaging.com
http://www.areaofficeonaging.com/


Program Eligibility & Referrals

 

Send Referrals to KinshipMailGroup@AreaOfficeOnAging.com



Learn more at www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com

Kinship Flyer & Quick Facts

 



Information, Referral & Assistance

2,140 kinship caregivers received Information & Referral services, with 11,927 resources being provided.

1. Education – 4,252 

2. Food – 1,839

3. Events – 1,312

4. Financial – 1,305

5. Mental Health – 952



Quarterly Support Group 

& Kinship Club Meeting

Learn more at www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com



Evidence-Based Programs
Child Traumatic Stress Workshop

& Wellness Initiative for Senior Education (WISE)

Learn more at www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com



Annual Mental Health Education

Learn more at www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com



Annual Summer Series

Learn more at www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com



Special Events

Made possible through generous donations from community partners.



Special Events

Made possible through generous donations from community partners.



Grandparent Workshop

“Superheroes Need Support Too!”

Annually in September – National Grandparent & Kinship Month



Annual AOoA Honoring Caregivers Recognition Event

Annually in November – National Family Caregiver Month



Quarterly Newsletter & Twice Monthly E-Newsletter

FALL - WINTER - SPRING - SUMMER
Self-Subscribe to our Bi-Weekly E-Newsletter Kinship & Quarterly Newsletter at www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com  

http://www.areaofficeonaging.com/


FREE Parenting Smarts Resource Guide

Call (419) 382-0624 to request your FREE copy or access the digital version at www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com 



Connection to AOoA Programs & Services

Call (419) 382-0624 to request your FREE copy or access the digital version at www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com 



 
Program Impact

Caregiver Perspectives



Real-World Impact

 



Learn more at www.lucaskids.net

Lucas County Children Services

Mission:
Our mission is to lead the community in the protection of children at risk of 

abuse and neglect. This is accomplished by working with families, service 

providers and community members to assess risk and coordinate community-

based services resulting in safe, stable, and permanent families for children

Vision: 
Lucas County Children Services will develop an equitable system of supports 

and services that ensure all children can be safely protected in their own home 

or with kin, thereby eliminating the need for long-term substitute care.

County Child Protection Agency:



Learn more at www.lucaskids.net

Kin-First Culture

Find, Assess, & Support

Kin-first culture in child welfare refers to a philosophy that honors & prioritizes family. In 

this context, “kin” includes family, extended family, & friends who feel like family. 

Organizations that embody kin-first culture commit to preventing unnecessary family 

separation, partnering with families at every stage of decision-making, & supporting 

families holistically.

Putting kin first can improve safety, permanency, & well-being outcomes by helping 

children remain connected to their families, communities, & cultures. Kin-first culture is 

not a singular strategy. It is an all-encompassing approach requiring an ongoing 

commitment to change at all levels, from policymakers to caseworkers, & a focus on 

prevention, family engagement, & kin support.

Kin-First Culture:



Ohio Opioid Settlement Funding



Opioid Settlement Funding

Payments Received By the Foundation: As of April 15, 2025, the OneOhio Recovery Foundation has 
received $236M from the national opioid settlements, the NOAT II (Mallinckrodt bankruptcy), & the 
Endo bankruptcy. 



Impact of the Opiate Crisis
Lucas County Ohio



How Can LCCS Help 
Opioid Impacted Families?

Goal: 

To improve placement stability, permanency 
outcomes, & overall well-being for children 
impacted by opioid use, with a focus on 
increasing home-like kinship placements for 
children in congregate care settings & families 
involved with the Ohio Start Program & Family 
Drug Court.



Partnerships & Collaboration

➢ Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc.

    Kinship Navigator Program

➢ Kinnect to Family

    Ohio Youth-Centered Permanency Roundtables (YCPRT)

    

➢ Lucas County Department of Job & Family Services

    Ohio START (Sobriety, Treatment, and Reducing Trauma) Program

➢ Lucas County Family Drug Court

Community Partners:



Lucas County Children Services
OneOhio Recovery Foundation Grant Award

➢ Lucas County Children Services (LCCS) received a $463,802 

grant award from the OneOhio Recovery Foundation to help 

children & families affected by the opioid epidemic.  

➢ This grant amount was the second-highest awarded by the 

OneOhio Recovery Foundation & one of 34 grant awards 

totaling $51 million in the first round of regional funding.

➢ This two-year grant, covering calendar years 2025 & 2026, 

supports the expansion of the LCCS Family Search & 

Engagement Program, the growth of the Ohio START Program in 

Lucas County, & enhanced services for families affected by 

opioid use through the AOoA Kinship Navigator Program. 

➢ LCCS & AOoA have reapplied for Cycle 2 RFP funding for 2027 

& 2028.

Learn more at www.oneohiofoundation.com 

http://www.oneohiofoundation.com/


Proposed Outcome & Achievements

Proposed Outcome Increase kinship placements by 5% each year & reduce the number of youth 

in congregate care settings with kinship connections by 10%.



Evidence-Based Program
 Guiding Good Choices ®

Made possible through our partnership with Lucas County Children Services & a grant award from the OneOhio Recovery

Foundation to enhance the well-being of individuals, children, families, & caregivers impacted by the opioid epidemic.

Twice Annually in April & September



Evidence-Based Program
Guiding Good Choices ®

Learn more at www.CommunitiesThatCare.net



“Empowering Kinship Families: 

Resources for Opioid Recovery & Prevention”

Available digitally at www.AreaOfficeOnAging.com 

or contact the Kinship Navigator Program & request your FREE copy at 419-382-0624.



AOoA “Better & Longer” Podcast – Kinship Series 
“Roots of Resilience: Empowering Kinship Families Amid Opioid Recovery”

www.wgte.org/radio/local-podcasts/better-and-longer

Podcast

Hosts



AOoA “Better & Longer” Podcast – Kinship Mini-Series 
“Roots of Resilience: Empowering Kinship Families Amid Opioid Recovery”



From Idea to Funding

 



Learn more at www.oneohiofoundation.com

 Opioid Settlement Funds in Ohio

The OneOhio Recovery Foundation is a private, non-profit organization

created at the direction of Ohio’s state & local leaders to distribute 55% of the funds that Ohio will 

receive from the pharmaceutical industry, consequential to its role in the national opioid epidemic.  

The Foundation works with local partners to support their substance use prevention, treatment, & 

recovery efforts & invests funds to support these efforts for Ohioans into the future.



Opioid Settlement Funds Nationwide



Opioid Settlement Funds

Spending Guidelines & Requirements



Opioid Settlement Funds

Key Advocacy Phases



Phase 1: Check the Tracker

www.OpioidSettlementTracker.com

http://www.opioidsettlementtracker.com/


Phase 2: Read Legal Documents



Phase 3: Find Public Information



This is an ongoing process, with many states planning for up to 20 years of settlement funds being dispersed.   

STAYING ENGAGED IS KEY!

Phase 4: An Ongoing Process

BUILD ENGAGE ACT



National Settlement Figures



Core Mission of Opioid Settlement Funds



Turning Strategy into Success

 



Value of Community Partnerships

 

Saying YES to partnership opportunities is key!



Types of Community Partnerships

There are no limits to the types of partnerships that can be considered – local, state, & federal. 



 Targeted Outreach Across Sectors 
Increase Program Awareness 

& Build Community Partnerships

 

Targeted Outreach Across Sectors

Think outside the box!



Use Various Outreach Tools & Methods
Increase Program Awareness 

& Build Community Partnerships

Sample Bookmark



Exemplary Swag - An Outreach Tool

 Celebrate Your Wins!



 

Key Performance Indicators

Demonstrate Success

Maximize Your Impact!



 
Caregiver Perspectives

Demonstrate Program Impact



Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. – Kinship Navigator Program

Thank You!



 



For more information or a more extensive list, visit: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zr5N0AX9HCZ_EswwP8-RBdj04UgX6twglL1y1qk04hA/edit?usp=sharing

Recent Publications & Presentations

Featuring the AOoA Kinship Navigator Program

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zr5N0AX9HCZ_EswwP8-RBdj04UgX6twglL1y1qk04hA/edit?usp=drive_link


 

LIVING BETTER & LONGER
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